What is OMRI?
Organic Materials Review Institute
Founded in 1997, the Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) provides organic
certifiers, growers, manufacturers, and suppliers an independent review of products
intended for use in certified organic production, handling, and processing. OMRI is a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization. When companies apply, OMRI reviews their products
against the National Organic Standards. Acceptable products are OMRI Listed® and
appear on the OMRI Products List. OMRI also provides subscribers and certifiers
guidance on the acceptability of various material inputs in general under the National
Organic Program.
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Pesticides and Food:
What "Organically Grown" Means

"Organically grown" food is food grown and processed using no synthetic fertilizers or
pesticides. Pesticides derived from natural sources (e.g., biological pesticides) may also
be used in producing organically grown food. Increasingly, some consumers are
purchasing organically grown and processed foods as a way to reduce their exposure to
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. Many supermarkets now stock organic products for
their consumers. Ask your grocer about organic food and its availability at your store.
USDA Issues National Organic Standards
Beginning on October 21, 2002, producers and handlers must be certified by a USDAaccredited certifying agent to sell, label, or represent their products as "100 percent
"organic," "organic," or "made with organic (specified ingredients or food group(s)."
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National
Organic Program
What is
organic?
Organic is
a labeling term that indicates that the food or other agricultural
product has been produced through approved methods that integrate cultural, biological,
and mechanical practices that foster cycling of resources, promote ecological balance,
and conserve biodiversity. Synthetic fertilizers, sewage sludge, irradiation, and genetic
engineering may not be used.
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Organic farming is a form of agriculture that relies on techniques such as crop rotation,
green manure, compost and biological pest control. Organic farming uses fertilizers and
pesticides but excludes or strictly limits the use of manufactured (synthetic) fertilizers,
pesticides (which include herbicides, insecticides and fungicides), plant growth
regulators such as hormones, livestock antibiotics, food additives, genetically modified
organisms,[1] human sewage sludge, and nanomaterials.[2]
Organic agricultural methods are internationally regulated and legally enforced by many
nations, based in large part on the standards set by the International Federation of
Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM), an international umbrella organization for
organic farming organizations established in 1972.[3] IFOAM defines the overarching
goal of organic farming as:
"Organic agriculture is a production system that sustains the health of soils,
ecosystems and people. It relies on ecological processes, biodiversity and
cycles adapted to local conditions, rather than the use of inputs with adverse
effects. Organic agriculture combines tradition, innovation and science to
benefit the shared environment and promote fair relationships and a good
quality of life for all involved..." —International Federation of Organic
Agriculture Movements[4]
Inorganic compounds are of inanimate, not biological, origin. Inorganic compounds
(except a limited number of carbon-containing compounds such as carbides, carbonates,
simple oxides of carbon (such as CO and CO2), and cyanides, as well as the allotropes
of carbon such as diamond and graphite) lack carbon and hydrogen atoms and are
synthesized by the agency of geological systems.
An organic compound is any member of a large class of gaseous, liquid, or solid
chemical compounds whose molecules contain carbon. For historical reasons discussed
below, a few types of carbon-containing compounds such as carbides, carbonates, simple
oxides of carbon (such as CO and CO2), and cyanides, as well as the allotropes of
carbon such as diamond and graphite, are considered inorganic. The distinction between
"organic" and "inorganic" carbon compounds, while "useful in organizing the vast
subject of chemistry... is somewhat arbitrary".
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